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Biodiversity Research Group

Dept of Agricultural Sciences, University of the Azores 

EDUMAR: Perspectives about the sea and sea life: Cetaceans and tourism in the Azores, Portugal and Newfoundland, Canada 

www.angra.uac.pt/Grupos/dea/whales.htm

Background Information for Participants (Whale Watching Tourists)
Research Objectives
1. 
To explore and document how local people as well as tourists and people in the marine tourism industry and sciences understand the sea and sea life in the Azores. 

2. 
To understand the educational aspects of whale watching and other marine tourism activities on both the tourist and the local population in the Azores. 

3. 
To compare the perspectives of the sea and marine tourism held by the people in the Azores, Portugal with the perspectives of people in Newfoundland, Canada. 

This project explores global influences as well as local cultural heritage on the development of perceptions of the sea. Marine tourism, such as whale watching and swimming with dolphins has grown rapidly around the world in the last ten years. It is promoted as an environmentally sound way to conserve whales and dolphins, educate people and sustain local economies in communities often formerly dependent on whale hunting and collapsed fisheries. Concern for the animals has led governments to impose regulations on the industry including licensing tour operators and guidelines on interacting with the animals. Research has started to explore the effect of this tourism on the animals; there is concern that these activities disturb and potentially harm the animals. However, little research has been done on the motivation of the tourists, their perceptions and attitudes toward the marine environment and how this experience influences their perceptions and attitudes. This project focuses on the complexity of understanding, and the dynamic ways that ideas and attitudes develop while it explores human perceptions and attitudes around whales, dolphins, tourism and the sea. It explores the interactions between differing ideas and how differing worldviews may influence one another. It takes a narrative approach to hear the voices of tour operators, former whalers, scientists, tourists, and local populations who may or may not go on whale watching trips. 
How am I involved?

You have been invited to explore your perspectives on the sea, your place in the sea and cetaceans. The framework of the research offers you the opportunity for reflecting on your perspectives and how they developed. You decide which questions to answer and which stories to tell. 

1. Individual or group interview (15-20 minutes): This interview with Alison will explore your perspectives on the sea, your place in the sea and cetaceans. It will be in the form of an open-ended interview prompted by looking at photos. The interview will be done individually or within a group (your family or friends) with whom you feel comfortable being interviewed with.
How will my identity be protected?
The interviews will be recorded using digital audio recordings. Pseudonyms will be used for names, units and institutions which could identify you.

What am I risking and what might I gain from participation?

By exploring your perspectives, you may gain a deeper understanding of yourself. You may learn more about how your past experiences have influenced your current thinking which may also allow you greater understanding of people who have had different experiences.  
Conversely, deep reflection has the potential to cause uncomfortable disruptions in your concept of self and your worldviews. 

Dr. Alison Neilson who will provide additional information about this research if requested will use the results of this research for scholarly publications and presentations.  Results will be made available to tour operators and other stakeholders as well.
For further information, contact the researcher: 

Dr. Alison Neilson

Dept. of Agricultural Sciences, the University of Azores, 9701-851 

Angra do Heroismo, Portugal 

aneilson@uac.pt

cell: +351 968982443 
university land line: + 351 295 402 234
http://www.angra.uac.pt/Grupos/dea/whales.htm
